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Leeds Asylum Seekers Support
Network

Each year, 300
volunteers help 600
refugees and asylum
seekers to

* Learn English

* Find somewhere
to live

« Make friends &
find out about life
in the UK

Leeds Asylum Seekers’ Support Network




This presentation used to be
different

I’d talk about numbers and facts

Of the big European powers, Spain has fewest asylum seekers, Germany the
most

Mumber of new asylum claims, 2016, per head of population, thousands
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Britain has the lowest rate of asylum approvals among big European
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This presentation used to be
different

I’d talk about how most asylum seekers didn’t even
end up in Europe of the UK
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This presentation used to be
different

| used to
assume that
deep down,
we all agreed
facts were
sacred, and
lies and
distortions
were
accidental.




This presentation used to be
different
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This presentation used to be
different
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This presentation used to be
different

Floods Stream
Influx Surge
Deluge  Awash
Swamped Rivers
Tides Torrents
Inundated
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Then the UN stepped in

Speaking of decades of “sustained and
i LI Mewss Lentrs unrestrained anti-foreigner abuse,” in
3 the UK press, the UN Commissioner
e o s AR Aok o spewit, s vomcoy o went on “Many of these stories have

been grossly distorted and some have
been outright fabrications. Elsewhere
in Europe, as well as in other countries,
there has been a similar process of
demonization taking place, but usually
led by extremist political parties or

. == demagogues rather than extremist

m  media”
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It’s clear that something isn’t
working
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The myth of myth-busting

Migration
may be good for
your economy. 1 he

economy’s not working O

s0 well for me

Migration is good
for the economy

British Futures, 2015
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The myth of myth-busting

Many people are
misinformed and don’t
know what the

facts show

This person thinks
that I'm stupid.
I understand what he’s

saying — I just don’t
agree with it
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British Futures, 2015
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The myth of mythbusting

Unfortunately
there’s a lot of

He thinks I'm

Fr'EjUdic'E racist. Or being
underpinning dL:;i:dlliu
this debate SOMEDNEe

who's racist

British Futures, 2015
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The myth of mythbusting

| hope - It’s clearly working
y out well for VOlul.
that’s helped And you clearly
to change don’t care that it’s
your mind not u.'p['l».in:r_'. well

for me
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What is the role of journalism
in a “post-fact” world?

“The difference between fiction and reality?
Fiction has to make sense.”

Tom Clancy/Mark Twain

theCanary

BREITBART
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Why go after news, when you
can have a story?

CETIZeNS ..
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Real life is complicated
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We create fictions then get
angry when they’re not real




Our fictions often don’t even
include their subjects
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What is the purpose of

journalism?

To produce  “““Clckearmimie
contentor

to produce

news?

&
é Source: Venngage, 2016
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What is the outcome of the
story?

What happens
next?
Understanding,
feelings, or
clicks?

[eeds Asylum Seekers’ Support Network




Neutrality or lazy thinking?

Foreigner

Refugee
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What does this mean for
you?

Why are you covering the story — what do
you want people to do as a result?

Have you already decided on your story,
before you go looking for people to
illustrate your point?

Who benefits from what you just
wrote/filmed?
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What does “post-fact”
reporting mean?
» Engaging with people’s day-to-day

concerns and feelings: Housing, jobs,
education, health, public services

 Small facts, and real life - not grand
narratives and cartoon characters

* Asking asylum seekers & refugees
what the story is not assuming you
know

C Leeds Agiun Seerers SuporcNewiork




