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What do we focus on? 

What’s 
strong?

What’s
wrong?
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Connecting people, 
making allies

2009
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Moving to the world of 
asylum seekers & refugees

A world where 
sometimes
• ALL that people 

have is their social 
capital (and the 
clothes they stand 
up in)
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Leeds Refugee Forum
• Umbrella organisation 

with 30 different 
members

• Run by community 
members

• Hosting 20 community 
groups a week

• Focal point for social & 
community activities
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Women’s Health 
Befriending
• Women helping women 
• Drawing on own 

experiences
• Developing self- and 

peer-advocacy skills
• Mental health and 

perinatal focus
• Advising trainee Medics 

& others
• Contributing to 

research
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Grace Hosting

• 50 households 

• 100 destitute 
people a year

• 4,200 nights
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Why weekly bus passes 
matter
Access to
• Accommodation
• Support
• Leisure
• Health care
• Green space
• Freedom
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Common threads

• Meet people where they are at

• Expect people to have ideas: ask, don’t offer

• Trust that their priorities are relevant & 
important 

• Create space & defend autonomous spaces

• Don’t ignore racism & poverty

• Be a dependable ally
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So what’s this about a 
hostile environment?  

“Inter-Ministerial 
Group on 

Migrants’ Access 
to Benefits 

& Public Services”
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Health

Govt Policy

Foreign 
Office

Schools

Transport

Universities

Employment

Justice

Treasury

Housing

“Inter-Ministerial 
Group on 

Migrants’ Access 
to Benefits 

& Public Services”
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How are you supporting 
what’s strong?

Asset Based Deficit based

Community focused Service focused

What would help? What’s needed?

What can we build on? What’s missing?

Ask what’s important Offer help

What can we share? What do you need?
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How are you addressing the 
institutional problems?
• GP registration 

• NHS Charging 

• Care Act 

• NHS/Home Office Data 
sharing  

• Interpreters

• Poverty: £5 per day

• Absent from JSNA or 
HWBB plans

Know the law

Gather evidence

Gather evidence

Protest                           

Gather evidence

Gather evidence

Ask why? 
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Asset-based approaches 
are not apolitical 
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Questions?

jon@lassn.org.uk

07845 298047

@lassnjon


